Pre-emptive

Reconciliation

... In the way of
Jesus




Apologies ...

Requests ...




Regulated war

/;‘J ust W/a;’* \

Unjust war Pre-emptive war

* Just War Theory = Preliminary Violence Reductibmeory




Progress?

Regulated war
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Progress?

Rocks, spears, arrows, swords, guns, machine guns,
cannons, grenades, bombs, nuclear bombs, biologre

chemical weapons ... what next???

Regulated war

/:J ust w/a;’* \

Unjust war Pre-emptive war

* Just War Theory = Preliminary Violence Reductibmeory
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Jesus’ Way of Pre-emptive Pes

Regulated war

-

Unjust war Pre-emptive war

* Just War Theory = Preliminary Violence Reductibmeory




Would we rather heal
from the vicious cycles of
war, genocide, and
Injustice

... or prevent them?




Would we rather keep
healing from the traumas of
war, genocide, and injustice

... or help prevent them?

How do we prevent them?




What can we as
followers of Jesus do to
heal and prevent?




1. We must preach the
gospel Jesus preached -

... In the way Jesus taught it.




1. We must preach the
gospel Jesus preached -

... In the way Jesus taught it.

The gospel of the kingdom of
God.




The gospel of the kingdom of God
... IS bigger and deeper and richer
than many (any) of us realize.




We live by stories ...

One of the most powerful Is ...

DOMINATION!

If only WE were In control!




If only THEY weren’t in control!

DOMINATIOW!

REVOLUTION!\




If only THEY would clean up thel
act (or go away)!

DOMINATION! PURIFICATION!
(SCAPEGOATING)

REVOLUTION!




It's hopeless! Let’s withdraw until
God evacuates us!

DOMINATION! PURIFICATION!
(SCAPEGOATING)

REVOLUTION!




...We're alone and nobody cares.

DOMINATION! PURIFICATION!
Romans, Herodians, SadduceeéCAPEGOAﬂNG)

Pharisees
ALIENATION

Prostitutes, tax

REVOLUTION! collectors, the poor




KINGDOM OF GOD

God Is rebuildin\(j"dﬂr broken world! God Is
Inviting us into pre-emptive peace!

(healing, reconciling, liberating)

DOMINATION! PURIFICATION!
Romans, Herodians, SadduceeéCAPEGOAﬂNG)

Pharisees
ALIENATION

Prostitutes, tax

REVOLUTION! collectors, the poor
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DOMINATION! PURIFICATION!
Romans, Herodians, SadduceeéCAPEGOAﬂNG)

Pharisees
ALIENATION

Prostitutes, tax

REVOLUTION! collectors, the poor




Don’t dominate -
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Don't seek revengeKINGDOM OF GOD !

Reconciléel

DOMINAT/ON! PURIFICATION!
Romans, Herodians, SadduceeéCAPEGOAﬂNG)

Pharisees
ALIENATION

Prostitutes, tax

REVOLUTION! collectors, the poor




Don’'t dominate - Don’t scapegoat -

Servelf’" Accept heal, love

Don’t seek revengeK”\lGDOl\,I OF GOD i Don't isolate -

Reconcne' Engage.

DOMINATI(GNI! PURIFICATION!
Rorians, Herodians, Sadducees - xoecoating)

Pharisees
ALIENATION

Prostitutes, tax

REVOLUTION! collectors, the poor




Don’t dominate - _ ‘ Don’t scapegoat -

Serve! " REPENT - Accept, heal, love

Don’t seek revenge -/ for the Don’t Isolate -

ReconCIle' _KINGDOM OF GOD Engage.

|s avallable now'

DOMINATI(GNI! PURIFICATION!
Rorians, Herodians, Sadducees - xoecoating)

Pharisees
ALIENATION

Prostitutes, tax

REVOLUTION! collectors, the poor




Don’t dominate - _ ‘ Don’t scapegoat -

Serve! " REPENT - Accept, heal, love

Don’t seek revenge -/ for the Don’t Isolate -

ReconCIle' _KINGDOM OF GOD Engage.

|s avallable now'

DOMINATIMN!
Rorians, Herodianss, Sadduceeé:‘CAF,EG

Pharisee?!
AL ION

Prostitutes, tax

REVOLUTION! collectors, the poor




Domination:Us overthem
Revolution/Revengéels versusthem
Purification: Some ofJs versus others among
Isolation: Us (withoutthem)

GenocidelUs (nothem

Kingdom of God:Usfor all of u




Domination: Us over them
Revolution/Revenge: Us versus the
Purification: Us versus us
Isolation/Genocide: Us (without them

Kingdom of God: Us for all of us




Redeeming our stories ..

Sabotaging evil ...




Domination: Us over them
Revolution/Revenge: Us versus them

Purification: Us versus us
|solation/Genocide: Us (without them)

Kingdom of God: Us for all of us

BEWARE: ANY RELIGION - INCLUDING
CHRISTIANITY - CAN BE USED TO
CAMOUFLAGE THESE STORIES

Colonialism and Neo-Colonialis




2. \We need to ‘name o
demonsand reject them.

-What are thénidden root problen®s
-What are theinseen issueabout
which people fear to speak
-What are theevil powers and
systems that destroy |?e




The danger of treating
symptoms...

The need for painful truth ...

About us (U.S.)
About “them”
About leaders




A demon called “advantage”

Self-interest versus the common
good

*money, land, jobs, sex, power,
privilege




A legion of demons called
H_ism”




Egotism -
advantage for me
Tribalism -
advantage for our tribe
Class-ism -
advantage for our social class
Authoritarianism -
Advantage for a dictator and his group
ldeology/Partisanship -
advantage of our party or philosophy
Nationalism/Colonialism/Empire -
advantage for our nation
Religious supremacy -
advantage for our religion
Consumerism -

advantage for our species & generation




Egotism -
advantage for me

Tribalism -
advantage for our tribe

Class-ism -
advantage for our social class

Ideology/Partisanship -
advantage of our party or philosophy

Nationalism/Colonialism/Empire -
advantage for our nation

Religious supremacy -
advantage for our religion

Consumerism -
advantage for our species & generation

... all of these Involve an

abuse of power




abuse of power

Injustice.




| nj UStice creates vicious cycles.

Offense/Injustice

N

Vilification/Racism Hurthdy

/ /-

|solation ThreatRevenge

\/

Mutual Fear




| nj UStice creates vicious cycles.

New
Offense/Injustice

N

Vilification/Racism Hurthdy

/ /-

|solation ThreatRevenge

\/

Mutual Fear




| nj UStice creates vicious cycles.

Domination

N

Armament/Weapons Infetiori

/ /

Terrorism BrBnent

\/

Outrage




| nj UStice creates vicious cycles.

Increased
Domination

N

Armament/Weapons Infetiori

/ /

Terrorism BrBnent

\/

Outrage




The kingdom of God Is a space ...
Of reconciliation

Of justice

Of peace

o

Class-ism o
colonialism

Reconciliation
Justice

Peace

\ nationalism

consumeris

Religious




We are sent out to cast out e
SpIrits.

The spirit of domination

The spirit of revenge/revolution
The spirit of scapegoating

The spirit of isolation

Our enemies are not flesh and blood - not
human beings. Our enemies are ways of
thinking ... a mindset ... a spirit ... a story
that controls people’s lives.




3. We need to teach a
Christ-like approach to all
of life - including
democracy and capitalism




Democrac

Christ-followers in each part

examining the planks in their own e
before the splinters in others, wi
plans - not for “winning” - but for the
common good




Where shoulc
Christians be”




Where shoulc
Christians be”

2




Where shoulc
AChristians be”

5 @

O




Capitalism

NOT just maximizing profit,
But maximizingbenefit/common good:

Sustainable profit
Sustainable employment
Sustainable environment




All spheres of life ...

Journalism ... art ... science ...
business ... government ... farming .
sports ... education ... church!




4. We must train disciples
Jesus’ way of nhomolence
and In using the “weapo
of peace.’




What are the “weapons of peace?”

2 Corinthians 10:3 ...

For though we live In the world, we do not wage
war as the world does. The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the
contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and ever
pretension tat sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every
thought to make it obedient to Christ.




Philippians 2:
In humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own
Interests but each of you to the intere:
of others.... Have the same attitude o

mind Christ Jesus had:
Who, being in very nature God, d
not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own
advantage.




Rather, he made himself nothing by taking on the
very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. And being found In appearance as a
human being, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death - even death upon a cross!

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place a
gave him the name that is above every name, tha
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, In
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and ev
tongue confess that Jesus Christ Is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.




The sermon on the mount (Matthew 5 - 7):
Training to use “the weapons of peace.”

Attitudes - 5:1-13
Engagement - 5:13-16
Higher morality - 5:17-20
Reconciliation - 5:23-26

Family strength - 5:27-32

Personal integrity - 5:33-37

Pre-emptive reconciliation - 5:38-47
.. elc.




The example of Jesus...
Incarnation - we move toward the other In
solidarity
Non-condemnation - we save rather than
destroy
Non-discrimination - we treat “others” as we

treat “us”

ldentification - | am In you, you are in me.

Friend of sinners/sick/outcasts

Disciple-making - we learn, live and train

others to learn, live, train

Friendliness - we take time, show kindness
... and so much more!




We are part of this ongoing process.

As disciples ...
Joining Jesus, being with him
Following and learning his way
Becoming like him -

Agents (ambassadors) of peace.
(2 Corinthians 5:17 ff)

Pre-emptive peacemaking is at the he:
of our discipleship.




To whom do we go with this good news
of reconciliation?
1. Offending and offended insider
2. The vulnerable insider - poor,
widow, orphan

3. Rejected and despised insider
4. Alien stranger (resident other)
5. Nearby outsider, marginal other
6. Enemy

/. Distant outsider




5. We must pay special attention to.

Prosperity/Equityeconomic justice/care fo
all (self, neighbor and enemy)

Environmental healtlrenvironmental
justice/care

Cultural Differencesocial justice/care

Cultural Indifferenceglobal justice/care




There are only 2 tribes .

1. The have’s
2. The have not’s

When the gap between the two grows too great,
there will be ...

Petty crime

Organized nongovernmental crime
Organized governmental crime = Corruption
Mass Migration - IDP’s, refugees

Terrorism

War/Genocide




There are only 2 tribes ...
1. The have’s

2. The have not’'s

There are only 2 denominations ...
1. The religion that supports the status quo.

2. The religion that offers a story of hope anc
leads the way to a better future.




We need co-liberation for
collaboration (partnership):

The good news to the poor:

The good news to the rich:




We need co-liberation and
collaboration:

The good news to the poor:

God cares ... God is with you ... God will give you
wisdom and guide you in the way to prosperity...

The good news to the rich:

God Invites you to stop working for yourself andrst
working for the poor. Join God In caring for theopo




The powerful must use theadvantage
on behalf of the powerless.

The rich must use thesidvantag®n
behalf of the poor.

The educated must use thettvantage
on behalf of the less educated.




Paternalismthe powerful helping the
powerless while retaining power.

Partnershipthe powerful and powerless
joining together, sharing power, in the

power of the Holy Spirit.

Not working ON or FOR ... but WITH!

The witness of with-nesss ..




This Is why we’re here -
Seeking partnership




There are many ways to have
a war-torn nation ... and
world.

What future do we want?
How can we heal what Is tor
and tearing more”




1. We must preach the
gospel Jesus preached -

... In the way Jesus taught it.

The gospel of the kingdom of
God.




2. \We need to ‘name o
demonsand reject them.

-What are thénidden root problen®s
-What are theinseen issueabout
which people fear to speak
-What are theevil powers and
systems that destroy |?e




3. We need to teach a
Christ-like approach to all
of life - including
democracy and capitalism




4. We must train disciples
Jesus’ way of nhomolence
and In using the “weapo
of peace.’




5. We must pay special attention to.

Prosperity/Equityeconomic justice/care fo
all (self, neighbor and enemy)

Environmental healtlrenvironmental
justice/care

Cultural Differencesocial justice/care

Cultural Indifferenceglobal justice/care













There Is only one way to peace:

Forgiveness: Giving up our right
a better past ..

Peacemaking: Seizing the possibil
of a better future

... Seek first the kingdom and just
of God and all these things will &
added to you




It IS time for us to graduate:

- From the primary school gfersonal salvatioto
the secondary school 6fod’s kingdom

-From the university ofeconciliationto the
graduate school gfeace-making and justice-
seeking.

-Someday we may graduate into the adult lifg
Joy.

... when swords will be turned In

plowshares and spears into pruning hoo




What can
come from our
time together?

What IS
possible?






